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to Cambridge (\vith whatever precautions and under whatever
guarantees might be deemed necessary) those volumes which
I might need for the proper performance of my editoriaj
duties till such time as the publication of the book should
be completed. Being informed, however, that this was out
of the question, and that my request could not for a moment
be entertained, I had no resource but to beg the relatives
of the donor to retain the manuscripts in their possession,
so that I could borrow them as the necessity for so doing
arose, until the publication of this work should be completed.
It therefore seems to me desirable to publish here the sum-
mary list of these manuscripts (about 325 in number) which
I drew up immediately after I had accepted the position
of literary executor. The distinctive number prefixed to each
manuscript is only of temporary importance as a means of
identification, the sequence of these numbers merely repre-
senting the order in which the volumes were examined and
are for the present arranged. Many manuscripts of which
the proper title was not obvious, and which I have not yet
had time to identify, are imperfectly described in the following
list, while the classification is of the roughest, and lays no
claim to even an approximate perfection.

ROUGH LIST OF THE GIBB MSS.
I. PERSIAN POETS (29 Mss.)

FirdawsL (221) The well-known abridgement of the Shdhndma
compiled by Tulak Beg, and entitled TcFrikh-i-Shamshir
Khdni, dated A. H. 1063.

Hdfis. (u, 131, 16, 13) Four MSS. of the Diwdn of Hdfis,
the first, dated A. H. 1040, of Indian workmanship and
adorned with miniatures; the second dated A. H, 10635